2026 Members Exhibition at the Australian National Botanic Gardens
(ANBG)

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

We are excited to announce that the Canberra Craft Bookbinders’ Guild’s application to hold
a members’ exhibition in 2026 at the Australian National Botanic Gardens (ANBG) has been
accepted.

Exhibition title Interleave
Location ANBG
Exhibition dates 3 - 28 June 2026

Expression of Interest (EOI) due 28 January 2026
Entry form & exhibition work due 9 April 2026

Entry fee $10 9 April 2026

Interleave is an exhibition of contemporary hand-crafted books inspired by the notion of
Australian botanic gardens: their ability to arouse the senses, their science, their craft, their
politics and their educative role. Through intimate engagement with gardens, the Guild
members are asked to respond through contemporary bookbinding practices, including
traditional and contemporary fine bindings, artist books, conservation projects and
experimental structures.

The Expression of Interest (EOI) helps the exhibition committee to determine the level of
interest, and we strongly encourage all members who are thinking of participating to email
the secretary. You will receive an entry form on receipt of the EOIl. We are required to
provide landscape images to the ANBG 6-8 weeks before the exhibition opens, hence the
need for members to commence works early. As well, we need to consider the amount and
size of exhibition furniture such as cabinets, plinths etc. required for the exhibition. There is
limited space in closed cabinets, hence the majority of entries will be on open plinths. The
gallery has ANBG staff and volunteers at a desk adjacent to the gallery space, but this is not
always staffed. The committee will set up a sitting roster for members.

All members are encouraged to submit a single work which has been made in the last two
years and not exhibited in Canberra previously. Members who prepared work for the Guild’s
2025 end of year Bind Challenge (the December meeting) are encouraged to consider
submitting their challenge entry.

This exhibition calls for members to consider the whole of the book, rather than just the
cover with a blank book block. The contents and cover (and potentially, the
container/slipcase) should reflect the connection to Australian botanic gardens. Rebinding
an existing publication that relates to the theme of Interleave, is acceptable. For example,
rebinding a copy of Flora of the ACT (1970) by Nancy T Burbidge and Max Gray would be
suitable. Perhaps new members might like to have a look at previous editions of our
newsletter, Raised Bands, which contains writings on eg the history of botanic gardens. (They
are available on Trove.)

Size There is a size limit of 40 x 40 cm. If you have any queries about this, please contact the
exhibition committee through the secretary.



Sales This exhibition is not primarily a selling exhibition. However, there will be space on the
entry form to indicate whether your binding is for sale and, if so, for how much. There will
be a 15% commission (GST inclusive) and this must be included in the selling price. The ABNG
does not sell the work directly, they can only recommend how purchases may be made.
Although exhibiting members do not have to sit the exhibition, from experience we know
that sales occur when there are gallery sitters.

The deadline for final work is the evening meeting, 9 April 2026. Alternatively, work can be
posted to the CCBG, PO Box 4322, Kingston, ACT 2604 (at your own expense). (The secretary
is notified by Australia Post when there is a delivery, so that all works will be held securely
and weatherproof.) A condition report will be made on receipt of works. All costs for delivery
and return of entries must be paid for by the entrant.

Photography On receiving works they will be photographed for the online catalogue. In
submitting works for Interleave, members agree that the Guild may use images of these
works to promote the exhibition and/or the Guild.

The books must be well made and function as a book. All reasonable care will be taken to
protect works submitted for exhibition, but the Guild will not be liable for any exhibit that is
damaged, destroyed, lost or stolen. Neither the Canberra Craft Bookbinders’ Guild nor ANBG
provides insurance cover for works submitted whilst in transit or on exhibition.

Members submitting works for the exhibition will be contacted at the end of the exhibition
to arrange the return of their works. Members whose preference is for the return of their
works by post or courier should include correct postage or a pre-paid courier slip with their
entry.

Please email the secretary with your Expression of Interest by 28" January 2026.

On receipt of this the Entry Form will then be sent to you.

The entry form is due with the book and $10 entry fee on 9 April 2026.

The details in the form will be used for the catalogue and room brochure. We ask that you
pay $10 entry fee to the Guild at this point.

It is a great opportunity to raise the profile of the Guild by exhibiting at the Australian
National Botanic Gardens and we look forward to receiving your wonderful works.



